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Jazz is a musical genre that originated in the
African American communities of New
Orleans in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries.

Enslaved Africans brought over
centuries of musical traditions,
especially rhythms and call-and-
response techniques. These are
mixed with European harmonic and
instrumental practices.
Ragtime, brass band marches,
gospel, field hollers, and the blues
all contributed to the early sound of
jazz.

Jazz has influenced many other
music genres, including rock, R&B,
hip-hop, and even classical music.
It can be performed in various
settings—from intimate clubs to
large concert halls—and spans a
wide emotional range, from joyful
and energetic to introspective and
melancholic.

It is characterised by swing
rhythms, blue notes,
improvisation, and complex
harmonies.

Unlike classical music, jazz
encourages musicians to create
spontaneously, making every
performance unique.

The genre incorporates African
rhythmic patterns, European
harmonic structure, and
American popular song forms.
Jazz emerged in a cultural
melting pot: New Orleans was a
port city where African,
Caribbean, French, Spanish, and
American cultures intersected.




Jazz developed from a mix of blues, ragtime, spirituals, and
African rhythmic traditions, evolving in the late 19th and early

Early Jazz (1900s-1920s):

Originated in New Orleans with artists like
Buddy Bolden and Jelly Roll Morton. Known
as "Dixieland," this style featured group
improvisation, upbeat rhythms, and
marching band instrumentation. It was
played in parades, funerals, and social
gatherings, capturing the energy of everyday

lifee

Cool Jazz and Medal Jazz
(19505_19605): Cool Jazz,

associated with Miles Davis and Dave
Brubeck, had a more relaxed and smooth
tone. Modal Jazz, also led by Davis and John
Coltrane, used modes instead of traditional
chord changes, allowing more freedom in
improvisation. These styles reflected a more

introspective and cerebral approach to jazz..

20th centuries.

Swing Era (1920s-1940s):

Marked by big bands and danceable
rhythms. Key figures included Duke
Ellington, Count Basie, and Benny Goodman.

Swing brought jazz into ballrooms and

mainstream popularity, turning bandleaders
into household names and elevating jazz to a
national craze .

Free Jazz and Avant-6arde

(19605): Artists like Ornette Coleman and

Albert Ayler challenged conventions with atonal
and highly improvisational music. They sought
emotional rawness and total artistic freedom,
often rejecting fixed forms

BEbOp (194@5): A reaction to

swing, bebop was more complex and meant
for listening rather than dancing. Pioneered
by Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, and
Thelonious Monk, it introduced fast tempos,
advanced harmonies, and virtuosic solos.
Bebop shifted jazz from entertainment to

high art. «

Jazz FUSIOH (19?05): Merged

jazz with rock, funk, and electronic
instruments. Bands like Weather Report and
artists such as Herbie Hancock and Chick
Corea led this movement. Fusion embraced
technology and global sounds, attracting a
new, younger audience

Contempeorary Jazz (1980s-

TOday): Encompasses smooth jazz, acid jazz, nu
jazz, and hybrid forms. Continues to evolve with global

influences, digital production, and cross-genre
collaboration. Today’s jazz is a living, breathing genre

that spans continents and styles.



obalisationJazz

As jazz matured in the United States, it began to resonate far beyond its birthplace,
spreading internationally through recordings, films, and global tours by major artists.
American jazz musicians found enthusiastic audiences in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, where the music's emotional depth and improvisational freedom spoke a
universal language.

In each new setting, jazz interacted with local musical traditions, giving rise to innovative

hybrid styles. For example, in Ethiopia, Mulatu Astatke created Ethio-jazz by blending
traditional Ethiopian scales and rhythms with jazz harmonies and instrumentation. In Brazil,

jazz musicians collaborated with samba artists to give birth to Bossa Nova, a genre
marked by its smooth, elegant aesthetic and subtle syncopation. In Japan, jazz clubs
flourished post-WWII, and artists like Sadao Watanabe blended traditional Japanese
melodies with modern jazz.

European cities like Paris and Copenhagen became jazz havens, especially for African
American musicians who found greater artistic freedom and respect abroad. In the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, jazz became a symbol of rebellion and intellectual freedom,
despite official censorship.

Jazz also expanded its reach through film. Hollywood and international cinema embraced
the genre’s dramatic and emotive qualities, integrating it into soundtracks that introduced
jazz to wider audiences. Films helped shape jazz’s global image, portraying it as both
sophisticated and deeply expressive.
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Famous movies featuring jazz that
contributed te its worldwide appeal
include:

AMan and a
& woman" (1966) — a

£ j French romantic drama with a

"Round Midnight"
(1986) —a poignant film

featuring real-life jazz musicians,
telling the story of a troubled
American saxophonist in Paris and
his bond with a French fan

sultry, jazz-inspired soundtrack

that became iconic in European R .

cinema LA LA LAND "La La Land” (2016)

| ® — reintroduced jazz to a new

; generation, portraying a

‘ passionate love letter to the
genre in a modern musical format

bz
: [
8 Bll‘d (1988) — directed
: by Clint Eastwood, this biopic
‘ explored the life of saxophone . " : "

X legend Charlie Parker, bringing Y rhgplasth $291t4) -
bebop’s story to a broader offered an intense look into jazz
audience. - education and perfectionism,

*3;1’,"}‘ highlighting the power dynamics
X | between student and mentor within a

conservatory setting.



Nova

Bossa Nova emerged in late 1950s Brazil, combining
a ZZ ee S samba rhythms with jazz harmony and a soft,
Brazil
Bi rt n f B a lyricism with jazz's harmonic and improvisational
complexity.

intimate vocal delivery. It was music for the beach,

the café, the quiet corners of city life.

T n e Key pioneers: Antonio Carlos Jobim, Joao
Gilberto, and Vinicius de Moraes brought poetic
sophistication to the genre, merging Brazilian

Bossa Nova’s global breakthrough came with American

saxophonist Stan Getz, who helped popularise the sound
in the U.S. and Europe.

sfereo

JALII SRINEA

The genre's smooth, understated tone
contrasted with the louder, more
extroverted jazz styles of the time, making
it a refreshing and romantic alternative that
appealed to a wide international audience.
Bossa Nova became synonymous with elegance
and emotional nuance, forever linking Brazil
and jazz in the global imagination

"The Girl
from
panema

Composed in 1962 by Antonio Carlos Jobim and Vinicius de
Moraes, with English lyrics added by Norman Gimbel.
Inspired by Heloisa Pinheiro, a young woman who regularly
walked by the Veloso bar in Rio de Janeiro’s Ipanema
neighbourhood.

The 1964 version featuring Stan Getz on saxophone and Astrud
Gilberto on vocals became a worldwide hit, winning a Grammy
and climbing charts internationally.

Its relaxed rhythm, haunting melody, and bilingual lyrics helped

it transcend cultural and linguistic barriers.
"The Girl from Ipanema" is one of the most recorded songs in history and has
come to symbolise the spirit of Bossa Nova itself: nostalgic, breezy, and
sophisticated.




Trumpeter and vocalist known for
his charismatic stage presence and
improvisational brilliance. His
recordings like "What a Wonderful
World" and "West End Blues™
revolutionized jazz phrasing and
soloing
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Key Jazz Musicians

Legendary bandleader, composer,
and pianist who expanded jazz’s
musical vocabulary. His orchestra
performed sophisticated
compositions such as "Mood
Indigo" and "Take the 'A' Train".

Alto saxophonist and pioneer

of bebop. Known for his
lightning-fast improvisation
and harmonic innovations.
lconic tracks include
"Ornithology" and "Ko-Ko."




Key Jazz Musicians
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Pianist and composer recognised for his
angular melodies, dissonant harmonies,
and unique improvisational style.
Famous for "Round Midnight" and
"Straight, No Chaser."

Trumpeter, bandleader, and visionary
who reshaped jazz multiple times—
from cool jazz to modal jazz and
fusion. Seminal albums include "Kind
of Blue" and "Bitches Brew

One of the most expressive vocalists in

jazz history. Known for emotional depth
and phrasing, especially on songs like
"Strange Fruit" and "Blue moon."




Key Jazz Musicians
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The “First Lady of Song” was
celebrated for her vocal clarity,
range, and scat singing. Her
interpretations of the American
Songbook are iconic.
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Bassist, vocalist, and composer who
represents modern jazz innovation. She won
a Grammy for Best New Artist and blends jazz
with soul, classical, and pop elements.

POSTMODERJUKEBOX &
Ll

Scott Bradlee is an American pianist and
arranger who founded PMJ in 2011.

PMJ reimagines contemporary pop hits in
vintage styles like jazz, swing, and ragtime.
The collective has gained global recognition

through viral YouTube videos and
international tours. video




The Magic of bragons: A Research

Evolution of the Jazz

Ensemble Bebop and Cool Jazz

(1940s-1950s)

Smaller Combos Return:

Early Jazz (1900s-1920s) Typical

Instruments:

Cornet, Clarinet, Trombone
Trumpet, Saxophone,

Piano, Bass, Drums

Piano, Banjo, Tuba, Drums

Violin - present in New Orleans and
dance bands
Ensemble Type:

Complex harmonies, fast
tempos, individual

Small Groups (5-8 musicians)

Collective improvisation was common improvisation Modern Jazz and Fusion
Example: Original Dixieland Jazz SWing Era ( 1930s-1 9403) Example: Charlie Parker (1960s-present)
Band, King Oliver’s Creole Jazz Band Rise of the Big Band: Quintet, Miles Davis Nonet Expanded palette: Electric
Sections: Saxophones, Trumpets, Guitar, Synths,
Trombones, Rhythm | Percussion, even World

Less improvisation, more written instruments

arrangements Jazz Violin returns in

Fusion & Experimental
scenes (e.g. Jean-Luc
Ponty, Regina Carter)

Still featured soloists and vocalists
Violin fades out except in specific
projects (e.g. Stephane Grappelli)

Example: Duke Ellington, Count Basie
Ensembles are flexible:

duos to large
experimental groups




JazzTeday—-ALiving

Jazz is not a relic—it continues to evolve, challenge boundaries, and
inspire new generations of musicians and listeners.

Modern jazz blends with hip-hop, electronic music, world music, and
more. Artists like Robert Glasper, Esperanza Spalding, Hiromi Uehara,
Kamasi Washington, and Snarky Puppy are pushing the genre into the
21st century.

Jazz festivals around the world (e.g., Montreux, North Sea, Newport, and
Cape Town) celebrate its global reach and cultural diversity. Universities
and conservatories across the globe offer jazz performance and theory
programs, with leading institutions like Berklee College of Music and

Juilliard training new generations of jazz musicians.

Digital platforms and social media have expanded jazz’s reach, allowing artists to
connect directly with fans, collaborate across continents, and share live
performances and recordings instantly.

Jazz and activism: Contemporary jazz
A | | often intersects with social movements—
A \A/ artists use their music to speak out about
%ﬁ‘,m!?!!ﬂ% @(( MARK YOUR racial justice, climate change, identity,
zz | ) CAI.ENDARS and inequality.

R § shTu The jazz spirit—improvisation,

- 5 D6APRIL 2025 experimentation, freedom, and
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FESTIVAL
collaboration—remains essential not just

Performed by members of

e~ f@ to music, but to modern creativity,
philosophy, and culture.




Jazz Teday - A 6lebal, Evelving Art Form

Modern Fusion and Innovation

Genre-blending: Jazz today fuses with hip-hop, R&B,
Afrobeat, electronic, classical, and even indie rock.

This fusion keeps jazz relevant and constantly
evolving.

New subgenres: nu-jazz, electro-jazz, jazz-rap, and
world jazz.

Cross-cultural collaborations:

Musicians from Africa, India, South America, and East
Asia reinterpret jazz through their native traditions.

Artists like Hiromi Uehara (Japan), Nduduzo Makhathini
(South Africa), and Ibrahim Maalouf (Lebanon/France)
bring global flavors.
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Streaming Exclusively December 25 renep +

‘ » }.W"PIXAR
Key Contemporary Artists | ‘ ‘ ‘ Q"
Kamasi Washington — Known for his sprawling albums (The Epic) and % AP
message-driven compositions; collaborates with Kendrick Lamar. | i

Esperanza Spalding — Four-time Grammy winner who blends jazz with
storytelling, theatrical performance, and genre-defying albums.
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Snarky Puppy — A large collective of top-tier musicians known for groove-
heavy instrumental work and global collaborations.

Robert Glasper — A key figure in the jazz-hip-hop-soul movement, working
with artists like Common, Erykah Badu, and Herbie Hancock

)RAHI
AALON

2 NOVEMBER 2024
DUBAI OPERA

Educational & Digital Revival

Jazz is studied at top conservatories and
universities globally.

Streaming, online masterclasses, and
virtual collaborations (like via Bandcamp
or Instagram) expand jazz's reach.

Platforms like Tiny Desk Concerts and
YouTube Jazz Channels introduce jazz to
younger, diverse audiences.

Closing Thoughts

Jazz isn’t just music—it’s a mindset.

It celebrates risk, freedom, and
collaboration.

It’s an ever-evolving story told through
sound—one that includes everyone who
listens, plays, and feels.
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